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Oral Statement - 30% Sesswn of the UN Human Rights Councll : :
‘14 September 2015 - Ttem 3: ID with the Workmg Group on Arbltrary Detentlon ‘
Speaker: Mr Budl T_]ahjono R , )

_ Increasing Arbitra_ry’ Arrests in West Papua,_Indenes'ia '

. Thank you Mr Premdent

We, the International Coalition for Papua would like to draw the Councal’s attention to the record high number of arbnrary arrests in
West Papua, Indonesia this year In the first seven months of 2015 alone 689 people have been arbn:ranly deta]ned m Papua This is.
an 86% increase to the prev1ous year and hi ghest since records began '

“In May (IhlS year, in a move haﬂed by mainstream Indones1an and mternat1ona] press as a-‘breakthrough’, Pres1dent Joko Wldodo
~ granted clemencies to five Papuan political prlsoners However, shortly after their release, security-forces clamped down on peacefirl
“political activity by arresting at least 224 Papuans in Jayapura, Manokwari, Wamena, Biak and Nabire. These mass arrests tergeted

Papuans who supported a bid by the United L1beratlon Movement of West Papua (ULMWP) to become ¢ an associate mem‘oer of the
Melanesmn Spearhead Group (MSG) S

. Aléxander Nekenem one of the detemees arrested in Manokwari for Ieadmg a prayer session in support of the ULMWP was tortured
" by Mobile Brigades (Brigade Mobil, Brimob) officers i in detention. Nekenem, alongside af least two other detainess, are currently

kept in an isolation cell in Manokwari Re gmnal Police Station and are reportedly not allowed access to proper sanitation or foilets.
They are also reportedly be]ng blocked access 1o the]r lawyers

At the end of July 2015 there were at least 51 pohucal prrsoners in Papuan ;|alls1 In'2014, the number of detamees tortured ‘or ﬂl- -
treated for participating in demonstratlons and other peaceful activity sharply increased fivefold as compared io the previous yeer.

. Addltlonally, the number of cases of polrtleal detamees bemg denied access to lawyers has also rlsen inTecent years

- From 20 12 to 20 14, treason laws contmued to be nséd to repress free expression in Papua. Charges of treason under Article 106 or

: conspn‘aey to-commit treason-under-Artieles 106- and-110-were- the most-frequently-used-against political detalnees While there has-——...—

been a dectease inthe number of detainees charged under Emergency Law 12/1951, which punishes the possession of sharp Weapons,

. firearms and ammumtlon there appears 10 be a substrtutlon of tlns law w1th charges Artlcle 187 of the Crumnal Code SR

' Many of those who were charged w1th Emergency Law 12/ 1951 were mstead nn’ually detalned due to thelr mvolvement in
demenstrations or peaceful poh’ucal activity. Data collected shows that this Jaw was sometimes added io charges of treason fo secure
‘convictions against activists or used to criminalise mdlgenous Papuans who carried machetes and knives for their pelsonal use for-

farming and daily activities:- The vast majorlty of cases in, wh1ch detainees faced charges of Vlolent crnne were buﬂt on false
allegatlons polrtrcally mouvated or both., -

On 20 March 2015 21 people were arbrtrarlly detamed ene person fatally shot and at least gix-others mJured f01 taluug part e

donation drive- collectmg funds for victims of Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu Perpetrators of the shootmgs from the Yahuknno pohce and
Br]molJ ofﬁcers have 50 fa:l not been held fo. account . R _

S _We recommend that the Indoneman government should. . 7

. 1. Order the uncendltlonal reIease of all Papuan pohtlcal prisoners: as part of a eomprehenswe pohcy to end the ‘

o punlshment of free expressmn and association, and expunge any ‘associated eriminal records. - .

2. Repealor amend the articles of the Indonesian Crlmmal Code that have been used to erlmmahse freedom of expx ession,
particularly Articles 106 and 110.-

3, Repeal Emergency Law 12/1951 ko recommeuded by the UN Workrng Group on Arbltrary Detentlon after 1st 1999 visit
- te Indonesm '

4. Evaluate and review operational securlty management in Papua, 1nclud1ng rev1ewmg structures within the securlty
forces to ensure greater accountabrhty and protectlon of human rights.”

5. Allow free and um;estl ieted adcess to all UN. Specral Rapporteuls w1sh1ug o v1srt and report on Papua In partlcular, the '
Goverument of Indenesia should issue an invitation to Mrx David Kaye, the current UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom

of Opmlon and Expressron, as was pledged durlng the Umve: saI Perlodic Rev1ew of the UN Human Rights Councﬂ in
. Geneva in2012. ‘
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